
IN RE : ORDER APPOINTING 
COMMISSIONERS FOR EAST EVERGLADES 
ACQUISITION PROJECT _________________________________! 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2006-17 
FILED by /p) D.C. 

JUL 2 8 2006 
CLARENCE MADDOX 

CLERK U.S. DIST. CT. 
S.D. OF FLA.· MIAMI 

Actions are filed in the Southern Disrrlc o a related 
to the condemnation of property within the Everglades 
Additions to Everglades National Park situated in Monroe, Dade, and 
possibly Broward Counties. 

The Court has considered the character, location, and quantity 
of the property to be condemned and has noted that these actions 
relate to a large number of separate tracts of land, located in 
three different counties, at varying distances from the Court and 
that different interests are to be considered with respect to 
differing tracts. The Court is of the opinion that considering the 
distances between the tracts, the congestion of the Court's trial 
calendar, and the difficulties involved in the transportation of 
jurors to view the property when so required, the interest of 
justice will be best served by again appointing a commission to 
determine the issue of compensation. 

Pursuant to Rule 71A(h) of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedures, it is now ORDERED: 

1. That not later than ten (10) days from the date hereof, 
counsel for the United States will mail a copy of this order to the 
owner of any unsettled tract, or counsel therefor, and certify the 
same to the Court, which copies will serve as notice to the parties 
that the Court is appointing a commission to determine just 
compensation as to all parcels in each action and will also serve 
as notice of the identity and qualifications of each prospective 
commissioner. 

2. That LINDA L. CARROLL, SETH L. FINKEL, RENALDY J. 
GUTIERREZ, ROBERT ALFRED LAZENBY, MADELYN SIMON LOZANO, NINA 
STILLMAN MANDEL, KEVIN J. MURRAY, ROBERT H. NEWMAN, GERALD 
SILVERMAN, RICHARD WOOD, and THOMAS D. WOOD be and they hereby are, 
appointed as Commissioners to fix the just compensation to be paid 
by the United States for each parcel of land involved in unsettled 
pending actions and in related actions to be filed in the future, 
unless the Court in its discretion orders that such compensation be 
determined by a jury, or, in a proper case, by the Court. Linda L. 
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Carroll, Seth L. Finkel, Renaldy J. Gutierrez, Robert Alfred 
Lazenby, Madelyn Simon Lozano, Nina Stillman Mandel, Kevin J. 
Murray, Gerald Silverman, Richard Wood and Thomas D. Wood are 
practicing attorneys in the Miami, Florida area and have been 
members of the Florida Bar for many years. Robert H. Newman is 
also a member of the Florida Bar and is a retired Dade County 
Circuit Judge living in the Miami, Florida area. 

If the commissioners are unable to serve or do not wish to 
serve further, the Court will appoint replacements as provided in 
Paragraph 8. 

3. That the commissioners named herein shall, as 
expeditiously as practicable, commence upon their duties; that they 
shall, at such times as they deem advisable, view the properties 
involved; commence their hearings as soon as practicable, and 
continue thereafter with all reasonable dispatch until they shall 
have completed their assignment; proceed to determine just 
compensation as to all parcels in each action in whatever order 
they deem advisable; that their hearings be conducted at such place 
or places as may, in their judgment, be convenient to themselves, 
the parties, their witnesses, and counsel; that they shall give due 
notice to parties, witnesses, and counsel as to the time fixed for 
any hearing in which said party, witness, or counsel may be 
interested; that they shall have authority, sua sponte, for cause 
satisfactory to them, to defer, advance, or otherwise rearrange the 
order of hearings on the properties involved, provided, however, 
that the prompt and expeditious disposition of these actions shall 
not be prevented thereby and that no hearing shall be postponed 
indefinitely or continued without an order of the Court entered sua 
sponte or upon motion; and that, in all matter, they be guided by 
the provisions of Rule 71A, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and 
by the law of each case as instructed by this Court. 

4. That each of said commissioners be, and is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to administer oaths to witnesses; that in 
the said hearings the said commissioners shall allow counsel for 
the United States and the owner or owners, or their attorneys, to 
make opening statements, if desired, to adduce evidence in regard 
to the just compensation for the parcel involved, and to argue the 
cases orally for a reasonable time after the conclusion of the 
evidence; and that the said commissioners shall file their report 
in the nature of an award stating specific findings as to the 
matters on which their valuations were based and illustrating how 
they have applied the applicable principles of law in reaching 
their ultimate conclusions as to each tract. 
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5. That any party may, within ten (10) days of notification 
of the entry of this Order, object thereto or, for valid cause, 
object to the appointment of any person as a commissioner and may 
request from the Court permission to examine each designee, 
provided, however, that if any party objects to the appointment of 
a commissioner on the grounds of bias, prejudice, or the like, such 
party shall accompany such objection by an affidavit setting forth 
with specificity facts in support thereof and a certificate of 
counsel of record, if any, stating that the objection is made in 
good faith. 

6. That this Order be entered in each of the actions 
designated in the caption hereof, and that this Order shall be 
construed as entered separately in each of said actions, the Clerk 
to place a certified copy hereof in the record and file of each 
action. 

The notice to the parties pursuant to the preceding paragraphs 
shall inform the United States and each owner or counsel, if any, 
of the Court's proposed instructions as to the law of the case with 
respect to each unsettled tract of land. The parties may, within 
fifteen (15) days of their receipt of such notification, take 
exceptions to such proposed instructions and present additional or 
supplemental instructions, and be heard thereon. Exceptions to the 
Court's proposed instructions and additional or supplemental 
instructions, shall be accompanied by a memorandum of points and 
authorities in support thereof. Rulings on exceptions and 
additional or supplemental instructions shall be made by the Court. 

7. The Court reserves the right to order included additional 
actions (heretofore or hereafter filed), parcels, and tracts of 
land not included in the actions enumerated in the caption hereof, 
provided, however, that such actions, parcels, or tracts shall be 
related to the instant actions, parcels, and tracts and provided 
further, that no such action shall be included in this Order until 
the parties and their counsel have been notified of the Court's 
intention to so include. Such inclusion shall be by Order of the 
judge of this Court to whom the action is assigned, and shall be 
filed by the Clerk in the record and file of such action, together 
with a certified copy of this Order. 

8. The Court retains jurisdiction to appoint additional 
commissioners or substitute commissioners as justice may require or 
circumstances may dictate. 

9. Counsel for the United States shall promptly notify the 
Court and the commission of any settlement which shall make it 
unnecessary for the commissioners to act in a particular case. 
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This Order supersedes Administrative Orders 2000-54, 2001-12, 
2001-41, 2002-43, 2004-14, and 2006-05. This Order shall be 
effective immediately and shall expire on August 1, 2008, without 
further Order. 

DONE AND ORDERED i9.?~arnbers at Fort Lauderdale, 
County, Florida, this Jtr ~ay of July, 2006. 

Broward 

~~~ J /~_ 
~~@~c> ;;e:;rffS~ 
William J. Zloch 
Chief United States District Judge 

c: All District Judges and Magistrate Judges 
All Land Commissioners 
United States Attorney 
Court Administrator • Clerk of Court 
Library 
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LAND COMMISSIONERS 

Linda L. Carroll, Esq. 
Carroll & Associates, P.A. 
One Southeast Third Avenue, Suite 1260 
Miami, FL 33131-1714 
(305) 372-2445 
Fax: (305) 372-5977 

Seth L. Finkel, Esq. 
c/o Jacob Maurice Finkel 
28 West Flagler Street, Suite 330 
Miami, FL 33130-1818 
(305) 379-7538 

Renaldy J. Gutierrez, Esq. 
Gutierrez & Associates 
601 Brickell Key Drive, Suite 201 
Miami, FL 33131-2652 
(305) 577-4500 
Fax: (305) 577-8690 

Robert Alfred Lazenby, Esq. 
7722 Ponce de Leon Road 
Miami, FL 33143-6146 
(305) 667-4937 
Fax: (305) 661-9065 

Madelyn Simon Lozano, Esq. 
Daniels Kashtan et al 
3300 Ponce de Leon Boulevard 
Coral Gables, FL 33134-7211 
(305) 448-7988 

Nina Stillman Mandel, Esq. 
Mandel & Mandel LLP 
169 East Flagler Street, Suite 1200 
Miami, FL 33131-1205 
(305) 374-7771 
Fax: (305) 374-7776 

Kevin J. Murray, Esq. 
1100 Miami Center 
201 S. Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 1100 
Miami, FL 33131-4332 
(305) 373-1000 
Fax: (305) 372-1861 
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Judge Robert H. Newman 
9811 Chantilly Point Lane 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
(561) 642-2919 

Gerald Silverman, Esq. 
25 West Flagler Street, Suite 900 
Miami, FL 33130-1720 
(305) 358-5690 
Fax: (305) 358-1126 

Richard A. Wood, Esq. 
1395 Brickell Avenue, 14th Floor 
Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 789-9200 
Fax: (305) 728-7551 

Thomas D. Wood, Esq. 
95 Merrick Way, Suite 360 
Coral Gables, FL 33134-5310 
(305) 447-7820 
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