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Fraud Involving Magistrate’s Court Summons 
 

 Recently, attempted “Magistrate’s Court Summons” scams have begun to be reported in the Southern 
District of Florida.  Individuals have reported being contacted over the telephone and via email and requested to 
pay overdue balances on Payday and other loans and tax obligations.  Our Court never makes requests for 
payment of overdue balances for loans or tax obligations over the telephone or via email.  Unless a person is 
actively involved in a case in federal court and has consented to receive court notifications electronically, they 
generally will not be served with court documents electronically.  Persons receiving a “Magistrate’s Court 
Summons” should not make the payment, but instead contact the court from which the alleged summons purports 
to have originated [district court directory].   In addition, immediately file a complaint with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Internet Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov.   
 

It is also a crime to falsely represent oneself as a federal court employee.  If anyone receives a telephone 
call or email regarding a federal court case or matter which they are unaware of, or if they suspect a fraudulent 
call, contact the clerk’s office at their nearest district court.    

 

 
 
Please contact Steven M. Larimore, Court Administrator • Clerk of Court, if you have any questions.  
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